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Epecial Correspondence,

Castrles, SBanta Lucla, B W, 1., May
3.~~About 30 mileg from Martinique and |
an equal distance from Barbadoes lles )
the most interesting island of the whole |
West India archipelago, whose present ‘
peaceable possession by the British has ;
gost literal rivera of blood during cen-
turies of warfare, The English call it
Banta Lu-see-ah, after the Spanish pro
unuclation, aceenting the second sylla-
ble, The French, I8 [ormor ownhers,
gpeak of it as Bant Leu-nee, acos
the lasgt gyllable;while the natives th:m
pelves gay San with the
cent on the first syllable It 1s forty
mileg long by a maximum breadth of
twenty miles, and has a deservedly bad
reputation of being one of the most un
healthful on our side of the
world, Indeed, from end to end It is
one beautiful graveyard, with layer up-
on layer of corpses of various periods
its excessive rank

nting
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places

and nationalities,

bright green  vegelation gruesomely
guggestive of fertilization by human
blood, When Columbus found and
named this lsland, near the beginning
of the gixteenth century, It was
densgely populated by peaceable and

happy Caribs, who lived to great age
and sgeemed to have no idea what slek-

ness meant. BPut alag!  As In other
primitive  paradises, clvilisation and
christinnity cost unnumbered wor

After Columbug’ visit, the Caribs re
mained In peace and contentment for
a full century, uatil 1639, when the
Ehglish attempted to colonize Santi
Lucia, When for more than a cen-

tury and a half, the little territory was
given over to bloody conflicts belween
France and England; up to 1503, when
the latter gained it “for good,”. Dur-
Ing the long struggle for supremacy,
thousands of the bravest soldiers ol
both countries perigshed migerably in
it dark forests and noxious marshes

a8 many by local fevers and that ter-
rible serpent, the “iron lance,” as hy
the ordinary fortunes of war, The
world wondered at the time why Eng
land considered thig small (sland worth
such & tremendous expenditure of hu-
man Jife, to say nothing of money; and
the wonder grew when In the final ad-
Justment of wccounts Great EBritain
restored Martinique to the French in
order to keep Insignificant Banta Lu-
ela, It was done on the advice of Ad-
miral Rodney, the same doughty seadog
who boasted of his exploits in these
whaters; "Within two short years 1 have
captured two Bpanish, one French and
one Duteh Admiral.” He held that S8an-
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to Lueln, owing to its windward eitu-
ation and incomparable harbors, would
render Martinlque and the other 18
Innds in the neighborhood of lttle use
in tme of war, and that from it, as a
rendezvous and bage of suppli i, every
other Hritlgh possession on this side of
the world, might receive timely suce
cor, Hut the most important part of !
his advice was not carvied out-—that of
making a permanent naval station at
Little Carenage, with dock-yards and
fortifications; and that a town should
b built there by the government which
would inevitably becoms the West In-
dian  metropolis, Had the whole of
Admiral Rodneys® idea been carried
out, It might have been better for San-
th Lucla, Today, after a century of
peaceful occupation by the English, the
inland s of no consequrnce to anybedy,
ckeept as B coaling station for an
occasional wars<ship, or mall steamer;
but If nelther need repalrs, it must go
into dock elsewhere,

harbor,

The admirable Carenage
which was once strongly fortified and
an important naval station, is now

empty; and Castries, capltal of the is)
v dirty, ramshackle vil-

and, remains

lugte, celebrated for nothing but Its
deadly fovers, which at certaln sea«
sons of the year render the place unin-

habitable to forelgners, Nature did her
part nobly In making Santa Lucla a
pradise for beauty and fertility; and
all suthoritles agree that with good
government and well«dired ted energy,
the island might have been converted
into o rich und thickly populated gars
den, up 10 the very topg of its moun-
talns,

Approaching from the goutheasr, the
first you see of Santa Lutia are thosa
two extraordinary mountalns, the Pl
tons, towering straight up out of the
pea, “lke a donkey's ears,” as the
[rreverent gallorg say, Coming near, in.
to the deep blue water at thelr base,
the twin peaks open outward, about a
mile apart, and you sgee that they are
obellske, rather than mountalns, 3,000
feot high., densely wooded and dark
green 1o thelr summite, Between them
i# the lovellest little blue bay in the
world; and just behind rise forestscov.
ered hillg, one peering over the shoul«
ders of another, to the central moun-
tain of Le Bouffrier No words can
do  Justice to the fantastie grandeur
of the scene—to the crazy-looking
peaks tossed about in wlhid confusion,
the dark, inscrutable forests, and the
ever-threatening, forbidding Souffriere. |
Black depths of cloud and grey sheets
of rain shroud the central highlanda
in mystery and sadness, while the fore.
ground glitters bright and clear in the
blaging gunghine—all silhouetted ‘,
against the bluest sea and gky this
great round globe can show,

While all conical hillg in the French
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THEIR SISTERS-IN-ARMS,

A préetty surprize is in store for the Ninth United Btates infantry, when

they return from the Philippines in August,

The "Fighting Ninth," as the

regiment is cilled, will pass through 8 yracuse, New York, and 82 young Syra-
cuse women have formed & woman's auxiliary fighting Ninth, to welcome the

warriors,

The fair soldiers have perfocted themselves In drills and parade

and will glve the returning heroes a pretty welcome,
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jglands are called “Pltons,” you do not
wonder that these are charactérized as
the Pitons, par excellence, They have
never been climbed—unless the follow.
ing story, for which I cannot voueh, Iy
true, 1t 18 told and belleved by the isl.

anders  that In  the year 1778
gome of  Rodneys English  gall.
ors, about 60 of them de-

termined to scale the tallest cofumn—-
one Piton being more than & hundred
feet higher than the other, Using the
vineg and shrubs that entwine it foy
laddersg, they began the ascent, but
they found the rock<ledges garrisoned
by an enemy more t0 be dreaded than
the whole French army, ar the negro
brigands of the forest—the terrible fers
de-lance, Beneath the geérpent’s deadly
onslaught and perhaps the trople sun
had something to do with it, man aftep
man  dropped dead on some NArrow
ghelf of rock, or rolled down ths el
into the gea, A gingle survivor reach.
ed the summit, a gay young lieutenant
named Stecle, who was seen to wave

the Unlon Jack In triumph above his
head and then fall, to rise no more,
Bpeaking of the abominable reptile,
which the French named “iron lance"”
and the English call “rat-tall snake'—
his scientific appellation |s nearly as
long as himsgelf, being craspedocephalus
lanceolatus, He geems to cherish an im-
placable hatred toward man and beast,
and not only llex in walt for human
prey, but will go out of his way to
murder. The rattler of our northern
wilds 18 a harmless plaything com-
pared to him, for the former at least
gives notice of his intention to strike
and hig polson may generally be coun-
teracted by prompt amputation and
free use of whisky, But for the bite of
the fer-de-lance there Is no antidote,
Tha vietim not only dies a horrible

death  within _ a few minutes,
hut decomposition follows, al-
most before the breath has left the
body. Sir Richard Schomburgh,

in his “Trovels in British Guiana,” tells
of & tragedy which he, himself wit-

nessed. A cragpedocephaluy, colled on
A stone In the ford, let 14 men walk
over him, without stirring or letting
Limgelt be ween, and then etruck the
bawutitul Indian bride, “Leibling der
Oanzen Gesellschaft,’' Hho died in hor
bridegrootu’s arms with horrors un«
writéable, and within the half hour the
blackened flesh had dropped In chunks
from her bones. They will tell you to-
day in BAnta Lucla that 40 graing of
quinine, mixed with the julce of two
lemons, If administercd at once, will
gomotimes save life, but in likely to
leave the victim paralyzed, Another
remedy 18 & pint of glive oll, followed
by o pint of bay rum; and after the he.
rolo dose & vapor bath, DBut the grim
fact remaing that nobody living can
vouch for o cure, and so universal s
the fear of the jron<lance—which les
along the branches of trees, ready to
spring upon passers-by, invades the
cane flelds and orehards, and even
Iurks it garden walks, that people lve
ing In the suburbs of the clty seldom
venture from thelr houses after night-
fall, It 18 not po singular then, as at
first appedrs to you, that the natives
meke honsehold pets of the eribo—a
great, ugly-looking snake, about eight
feot long, but perfestly harmless, which
i#g the only lving thing against which
the fur-de-lance has no power, The
cribo--a relative of our common water
snake~ls jot black, with more or less
bright yellow slong the belly and tall
In every house of Banta Ludla one is
pure to be found, asleap In the thateh,
colled up in a corner, or perhaps sun-
ning himsgelf in the doorway, as much
at home and a# cherlshed as the pet
cat In the north, Bhould an “irons
lance” dare to ghow his flendish, tris
angular shaped head near the territory
of Mr, Cribo, the latter instantly chal-
jenger hiw arch enemy (0 mortal coms
bat, and invariably comes off victoris
Ous,

Strange to say, the fur-de-lance is
found in none of the West India islands
except Santa Lucia, Martinique and
Guadaloupe; and the mystery 18 how
he ever came there, his nearest home
being In Guiana on the const of Bouth
America. If it {8 true, a8 some sélent«
lgte Inslst, that these Islands were
once joined to the main continent, and
that he traveled by land to the places
he now infests Ih such numbers, why
did he skip all the islands between
Gufana and Santa Lucia? JKyen Trinls
aad, enly & few miles from the Bouth
Ametioan const, id as Innovent of them
as Ireland was of snakes of any sort
after Bt Patrick's visit, For some un«
Known reason the freaky lronslance res
fuses to live In near<by Bt ,Vincent,
The ntor{ 6mm that during the Curib
war of 1705, the hard-pressed savages
imported a lot of young fer-de-lances,
from Santa Luein Into Bt Vincent, and
turned them loose, hoplng that they
would destroy the white men; but In &
tew weeks every annke dled, The exs
periment wasg several times repeated
and the result war always the same,
Yet In Santa Lucla they thrive so well
and are #o actively hostile to man that
hundreds of people are killed by them
every year and the phrase, “he dled
of the serpent,” {8 a8 commonly heard
as "he died of fever” An Engliahman
who recéntly cleared a plece of land
near Castries says that his workmen
killed upwards of 40 “ratstalls” during
the first week,

Santa Lucla is evidently of voleanie

origin, the whole sland having n rage-
ged and mountalnous surface and sovs
cral of the fantastic heights showing
craters that have been active at & com-
paratively recent parfod, ¥rom one of
them (the SCURASIL) sUlphutous yanors
are constantly rising, and It cone
laing sulphur enough, ready made, to
keep the world Ih gunpowder for
generations to come. Some thirteen
years ngo two Englishmen came over
from Autigua island and set up sule
phur works In Santa Lucla's Houffriere,
I'hey exported 650 tons the first year;
and then the Island sugar-planters took
alarm, fearing that the new industry
would divert labor from their estates,
They Induced the legislative counell of
the Britigh lslands to levy a tax of six«
teen shillings sterling on every ton of
purified sulphur; and the conseguence
was ruln to the sulphur miners, who
had to abandon thelr works and mas
chinery,

The greater part of the {sland, moun-
taing gnd all, is ecovered with dense and
gloomy forest; but the valleys and
lower helghts are remarkably produc-
tive nhd well cultivated, The popula
tion of the Island apgroximates 40,000,
mostly French and negroes, Just why
Santa Lucia should bhe so frightfully
unsalubrious, amid all this beauty of
hill and dale, with & charming climate
of eternal June, cooled by ocean hress-
ef,is not apparent to the casual obgerys
ef, It Is probably (raceable to the ex-
treme rankness and rapld decay of
vegetation, All the forests are set deep
in noxlous gwamps, wherenature,though
inconcelvably beautiful, Is dark, damp
and threatening, and  where eévery
winged and creeping thing s blood-
thirsty, In any direction, within a few
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Many women are “down"”
powders. They tried some,
and claim thatall
wrong. PEARLIN
Test it for washing.
made from PEA

e
G ke

any other soap powder or washing powder,

" Ask Your Neighbor .,

on  washin
were dissatisf) !
Eomlcu Bre poor. Thig |

Is not like other powdors,
Compare the soa pm.'
LINE with that made from

BIGELOW

At the Centennial, 1876,

the back of the fabric,

peta.

CARPETS

The Carpets made by this Company have recelved the highest award
wherever exhibited, Ineluding Gold Medals at the

Parls Exposition, 1478, and

Thelr deserved reputation for excellence of fabric, rlchness and durabiiity
of color, novelty and beauty of deslgn, has led to trequent infringements and {y.
farfor goods have often been palmed off in their stead,
the public the Company has adopted as a trade-mark the word “BIGELOW “
which will be woven (at every repeat of the pattern) In white capitals ints

Cugtomers will therefore have merely to examine (e
back of m carpet to be certaln that they are getting the genulne Bigejow Cure

For the protection of

These Goodg can be obtained from all first-class dealers,

BIGELOW CARPET COMPANY, NEW YORK,
d % ' T&xatlve ro ':inoimm'
Tab
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ACTIVITY HERE!

32 Chances to Save Money Are Here Presented to You.

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

$1L.50 DUCK SKIRTS, 980,

100 Black and Blue grounds, with
white dots, double flounce, trimmed
with feather brald (o match,
While they last--

98 Cents.

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

$4.00 WARH BILK WAIST, $2.49,

About 6 fine Corded Jap Bilk
Wash Walats, In all shades, and
white, While they last—

$2.49

The Store Overflows With Equally CGrand Opportunities.

ESTABLISHED 1864
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ONE PRICE TO ALL Y NEVER UNDERSOLD
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Every Item Should be Read, Lest Some Bargain Chance Escape.
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IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

UP TO $8.00 BHIRT WAISTS
e BUITS, $4.87,

All shades of mercerized Chame
bray and White Lawn Wash Suits,
clegantly tucked and trimmed, fine
fitting skirts. While they last—

$4.87

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

$10.00 LACE BKIRTS, $046

About 20 eoru lace and net skirts,
over grass linen drop, very light
and summery, While they last—

$0.45

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

$1.50 WHITE LAWN WAISTS, 75

About 10 dozen, only white lawn
and open striped leno shirt waists,
very dressy and good wearing

3 S y L
While they last

75 Cents,

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

$1.20 LAWN WRAPPERS, 79,

About § dozen, all glzes, In light
colored lawns, good welght, neatly
trimmed, with rufle round yoke,
and flounced skirt, While they

e Cents.

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

160 KIMONAB--§8¢c,

Cool apd corfortable igured lawn
Kimonas, only about two dogen fine
lawns, with borders to match, while
they last

08 cents.

IN OUR

Cloak Dept.

2,00 BROCADE BILK CAPES-88¢,

40 black Brocade Silk Capes, trim-
med with ribbon, Ruch round collar,
while they last-

08 cents.

IN OUR

Wash Goods Dept:

20 pleces Andora Bilks, a cotton
wagh fabric, looks like sllk, In at-

tractive patterns and colorings,
value 20, on sale this week per
yurd‘.-

12 cents.

N OUR

Wash doods Dept.

10 pleces Mercerized Oxfords, very
popular for ghirt walst sults, In
navy blue, pastel blue, cream, pink,
and red. Value i0¢, on sale this
week, per yard--

24 cents.

IN OUR

Wash Goods Dept.

About 12 pileces French Sateent
in the most staple colorings and
up-to-date printings, look like silk,
4 Inches wide. Value 3ic, on ssle
this week at, & yard~

19 cents,

IN OUR

White Goods Dept

17 bolts White Indian Tinon, beau-

IN OUR

White Goods Dept

White
Cloth, 12 yards in each plece, regue
lar price §1.80, this week,
per bolt--

| 1.38.

30 bolts English Long

on sale

IN OUR

Wash Goods Dept.

BATISTH
all

1,000 BLACK
printed white,

giyles, 42

yards
LAWNE,

desirable

good,
inches wide,

value 20¢, on sale this week, per

L cents.

IN OUR

Linen Dept.

3 Designs of our $1.00 Table Linen,
o full bleached Damask, 66 inches
wide, Chrysanthemum, Fern and
Morning patterns. On sale
this week, per yard--

14 cents,

Glory

IN OUR

Silk Dept,

All T6e, $1.00, $1.25 and $1.36 Bllks,
Including Foulards, Armures,
Checks, Fancy Walsting. The en-
tire lot on the sale this week ata

00 cents.

IN OUR

Silk Dept.

A1l $1.50, $1.65, $1.75, $2.00, $2.26 and
$250 Sllks, including the finest
Satin - Foulards, Fancy Pongees,
Fancy Silk Walstings, Flannel
SBilks and Black Taffotas, The en-
tire lot on sale this week, per yard--

08 cents.

Dress Goods Dept

IN OUR

BATISTES AND ALBATROS.
and shades thes
enand sold fastat
» them on

In all oolors
goods wage favorit
T6e, but we will continu
sale at, per yard--

36 cents.

tiful linen finish, 32 inches wide,
Value e, on sale this week, per
yard-—-
23 cents,
IN OUR

Dress Goods Dept

EOLIENNES
The newest and most stylish of
allks and wool summer dress ma-

terfal sheer and light weight, 45 in,
wide regular price $1.75, selling at,

T 8123

Hosiery Dept.

120 fast  black
seamlest Bieycle Hose In sizes 8 10
10 slrong
forced knees, soles, heels, and toes,

the kinds to stand the rough wear
of vacation times, A good 25¢ grade
for this week's special lesler at

15 cents.

dogzen c¢hildren’s

made with extra rein-

Underwear Dept

SPECIAL

LALIES' PURE BILK VESTS, $0c
GRADE AT Li¢ EACH,
Ladies' sleeveless low neck vests
pink, blue, cream or white; all
préttily trimmed in lace. The
best 80¢ value, our special July bar-
Eain ate-

53 cents.

in

slzen

Underwear Dept

SPECIAL
20c VERT AT 12%e,
Ladies’ white low, neck, sleeveloss
Vest with taped neck and arm holes
in all sizes, our 20¢ grade special for
this week at

124 cents.

Hosiery Dept.

SPECIAL.,

Ladies' full, regular made, fast
black fine Maco Cotton Mose with
brown balbriggan foot or balbrig-
gan eole in all sizes; the best 35c
grade, on sale this week at—

25 cents,

IN OUR

Shoe Dept.

Misses' Slippers, bladks and red,
$1.25 value, sizes 113 to 2. Bale

05 cents.

price—

IN OUR

Shoe Dept.

Children's Slippers, red and binr:
colors, $1.15 value, sizes 8% to 1

Bale price~

85 cents.

IN OUR

Shoe Dept.

Infants' Slippers,

Sale price—~

1 to 8, 85¢ value,

65 cents.

All colors, glzes

IN OUR

Shoe Dept.

Another delayed sl nt of
Misses' and Chlldren's Slippers,
lacks and colors. All on sale

CUT PRICES ror this week

ipm
at
Infants Slippers, sizes 1 to 8, . 080

Obilde' Slipperssizes 8 1-2to0 11 85¢
Misse#'Slipperssizes 11 1.2 10 2 98¢

Gents” Furnishings.

Boys Sateen Bbirts—Soft shirls
with collars attached in a variety of
b0c values, for this

shades, good

week, each—

30 cents.

Gents” Furnishings.

Men's
Light welght and good quality

Balbriggan Underwear—
nice
and cool for summer wear, excellent

40¢ values, For this week & gare

25 cents.

ment—

Gents’ Furnishings.

Men's Golf Shirts
line of Shirts in a large variety of

An excellent
patterns and shades—plain or pleat-
ed fronts—regular $1.00 values, all
sizes, For thls week at—

Boys' Clothing.

Boys’ Ballor Bults~Good ouality
of fannel §in navy blue, brown and
oxford. Both collars and shields
elegantly embroldered, Blzes for
ages 3 1o 0 years, regular $2.50 val-
ues, For this week a suit—

$1.90

55 cents.

Boys' Clothing

Boy's Two-plece Buits—A Wi
‘varlety of the latest patterns ~
shades in ages from 8 t0 15 )'OW
Good $3.50 and $4.00 values.
this week at—

$250

»



